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LOCAL & STATE 

@ THE LITTLEST REV- 
ELERS — and their early- 
to-bed parents — cele- 
brate another Noon 
Year’s Eve at the Or- 
lando Science Center. B1 


© WITH SIX EMPTY 
SEATS, L1 million Florid- 
ians will lack represen- 
tation in a chamber of 
the state Legislature. B1 


© FIVE PEOPLE WERE 
SHOT early Sunday 
morning in two reported 
gun battles between cars 
on Interstate 4 and 
Kirkman Road in Or- 
lando, police say. B2 


NATION & WORLD 
@ A MAN FIRED ON 
Douglas County, Colo., 
deputies Sunday, killing 
one and injuring four 
more, as well atwo 
civilians before being 
fatally shot. A3 


© ANOTHER l4 WORDS 
and phrases have been 
“banished” in the 43rd 
List of Words Banished 
from the Queen’s Eng- 
lish for Misuse, Overuse 
and General Useless- 
ness. A8 


BUSINESS 

@ VIOLET DEFENSE 
TECHNOLOGY, based in 
Celebration, is on the 
road to bringing its 
ultraviolet germ-killing 
devices to market. D1 


SPORTS 

@ THE JAGUARS close 
out the regular season 
with a lackluster loss to 
the Titans, and now 
must turn their attention 
to their surprise playoff 
opponent: the Bills. C3 


@ THE RESULT of to- 
day’s Citrus Bowl 
matchup between LSU 
and Notre Dame likely 
will come down to 
which team best runs 
the football. C3 


FEATURES 

@ “STAR WARS: THE 
LAST JEDI,” the latest 
film in the iconic series, 
has become the top- 
grossing film of 2017 in 
North America — with 
projections of a $5171 
million domestic total. 
A2 


Some see Trump’s tack 
on Iran as risky gambit 


As protests go on, the U.S. president’s backing could backfire 


By LAURA KING 
AND ALEXANDRA ZAVIS 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — On issues 
from climate change to health 
care, there are few things Presi- 
dent Donald Trump relishes 
more than doing the opposite of 
something his predecessor did. 
Now an eruption of anti-govern- 


ment protests across Iran — the 
biggest in nearly a decade in the 
Islamic Republic — offers him an- 
other way to set himself apart 
from President Barack Obama. 

But it’s a path strewn with for- 
eign policy pitfalls as well as po- 
tential opportunities. 

Iran’s leaders already are cast- 
ing Trump’s expressions of sup- 
port for the demonstrators as op- 


portunistic meddling and are 
painting the demonstrators as for- 
eign pawns, adopting a strategy 
that some analysts say could jeop- 
ardize the legitimacy of the na- 
scent anti-government protests. 
Trump’s volley of tweets, hail- 
ing the protests only hours after 
they broke out Thursday night, 
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CELEBRATING A NEW YEAR 


Fireworks light up the sky over the Sydney Opera House and Sydney Harbour Bridge during a New Year’s 
celebration in Australia. More than a million people gathered around the harbor to watch the 12-minute 
exhibition to celebrate the start of 2018. Millions of people across the globe said goodbye to 2017 as they 
welcomed 2018. New Year’s celebrations kicked off in Samoa, Christmas Island and New Zealand — the 


countries where the clock first struck midnight. Story, A7 
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Hitt prepares for stretch run at UCF 


As his retirement nears, president 


talks about ‘doing more with less’ 


By ANNIE MARTIN | Staff Writer 


University of Central Florida President John Hitt 
won't slip quietly into retirement this year, saying 
he expects to tackle challenges such as providing an 
affordable education with limited state funding. 

Hitt is leaving at the end of June after 26 years as 
the university’s president, and UCF has started a 
national search for his successor. The Board of 
Trustees plans to select the university’s next presi- 


dent before Hitt’s last day. 


Now 77, Hitt said funding will yet again be a key 
issue for the university during his last six months at 


UCF. 


“There doesn’t seem to be an abundance of mon- 
ey this year, and that’s probably putting it mildly,’ he 
said. “So we’re going to be entering another round 
of trying to teach even more students with what 


could be declining resources.” 


Gov. Rick Scott has recommended keeping state 
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@ Loca View: Change yourself to change the world. A9 

@ LETTERS: Dog eviction heartless; new tax law’s fine print. A9 

© GEORGE Diaz: Bucs count on Jameis-Koetter for future. Cl 

@ PAUL BRINKMANN: Universal’s Chocolate Emporium trial set. D1 
@ KYLE ARNOLD: A new year brings new restaurants to region. D1 
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Outgoing UCF president John Hitt said funding will 
yet again be a key issue for the university during his 
last six months at the school. 
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UCF gets one 
last shot with 
beloved Frost 


One last flame. 

One last game. 

One more chance. 

One more dance. 

“These coaches taught us 
how to love each other,” UCF 
team leader Shaquem Griffin 
says. 

“These players are going to 
be special to me for the rest of 
my life” coach Scott Frost 
says. 

One of the great love affairs 
in college football history 
comes to an end today when 
an amazing group of players 
and an incredible staff of 
coaches come together for one 
final game as the unbeaten 
12th-ranked UCF Knights take 
on No. 7 Auburn in the Chick- 
fil-A Peach Bowl. 

The torrid love affair started 
two years ago when Frost and 
his staff took over a winless 
and grinless team with a bro- 
ken spirit and bereft of hope. 
Longtime former coach 
George 
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More Inside 


Special 4-page wrap-around 
section previews UCF’s Peach 
Bowl matchup with Auburn as 
the Knights chase history and 
a perfect season. Cl-2, 9-10 


After increase, 
water rates 


less than dirt 


By KEVIN SPEAR 
Staff Writer 


The Orlando Utilities Com- 
mission’s recently enacted rate 
hike of 15 percent will still leave 
its water way cheaper than 


rt. 

“OUC has some of the low- 
est rates in the state,” utility 
manager Ken Ksionek said in 
December when the higher 
amount was approved to begin 
in March and fully go into ef- 
fect over four years. “Even 
with the increase in rates, our 
rates will remain among the 
lowest.” 

While construction dirt 
costs about a half-penny per 
pound, the charge for OUC wa- 
ter amounts to hundredths of a 
penny per pound. 

But when it comes to a natu- 
ral resource that performs the 
double duty of supporting 
population growth and sus- 
taining springs, wetlands, riv- 
ers and lakes, cheap water can 
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